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INTRODUCTION

Wit h  p rovid e d  d e t a ile d  in form a t ion , AI can  
ge ne ra t e  a  p e rfe c t  c it a t ion  in  any s t yle  and  
he lp  us e rs  s p ot  e rrors  in  t he ir writ t e n  
c it a t ions . 

FORMAT

AI can  e xp la in  t o a  us e r t he  us age  of c it a t ion  
and  ot he r re la t e d  conce p t s  a s  we ll a s  
re m ind  t he  us e r which  c it a t ion  form a t  t o us e  
for t he ir fie ld . 

EXPLAIN CITATION CONCEPTS
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The  us e r ha s  t o ve ry s ource s  b u t  AI can  le ad  
re s e a rche rs  t o s chola rs , b ooks , a rt ic le s , e t c . 
in  re la t ion  t o t he ir t op ic . 
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🧱🧱 Whe n  t o Cit e

● Quot ing word - for- word

● Parap hras ing s om e one ’s  id e as

● Us ing d a t a , im age s , cha rt s , or m e d ia  t ha t  you  d id n’t  c re a t e

● Re fe rring t o t he orie s , m e t hod s , or s t ud ie s  d e ve lop e d  b y ot he rs

Provided by ChatGPT Pro
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⚠️ What to Be Aware of When Using AI (like ChatGPT) for Citations and Research

1. Hallucinated Citations

📉📉 AI can generate real-sounding but fake sources (authors, articles, DOIs) that don’t exist.

2. Outdated or Incomplete Information

⏳  AI is trained on past data and doesn’t automatically access real-time publications.

3. Missing Context or Nuance

🤔🤔 AI might oversimplify a study’s argument or misinterpret the intent of a source.

4. No Access to Proprietary Databases

🔐🔐 AI doesn’t have access to JSTOR, EBSCO, ProQuest, etc.

5. Ethical Considerations

🎓🎓 Academic honesty still applies.
Provided by ChatGPT Pro
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✅ Best Practices for Using AI in Citation & Research
● ✔ U️se AI to format citations correctly (when you already have the info)

● ✔ A️sk AI for guidance on citation rules or styles

● ✔ T️reat generated sources as starting points — not final answers

● ✔ K️eep your research process transparent and document where AI was used

Provided by ChatGPT Pro
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✅ How to Fact - Check ChatGPT on Resources and Citations

1. Verify the Source Exists

● Search the title I gave  you  in :

○ Google  Schola r: h t t p s :/ / s chola r.google .com

○ Lib ra ry d a t ab as e s  (J STOR, ProQue s t , EBSCO)

○ World Ca t : h t t p s :/ / world ca t .o rg

○ Pub lis he r we b s it e s  or journa l hom e p age s

● Look for matching title, author, year, journal/book name
⚠️ If you  can’t  find  it  a t  a ll, it  m ay b e  a  ha lluc ina t ion  (fab rica t ion).

2. Check Citation Formatting Rules

3. Cross - Reference with a Citation Generator

4. Confirm Quoted Text or Page Numbers

5. Evaluate the Source ’s Credibility

6. Ask Me to Back It Up

http://www.auctr.edu
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Tha nk  you!
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Ple as e  re ach  ou t  t o  m e  d ire c t ly a t  pwilliam s @auct r.e du or 
bb rione s @auc t r.e du

AI in  Highe r Educa t ion  re s e a rch  gu ide : 
h t t p s :/ / re s e a rch .auc t r.e du/ AIc la s s room / t e ach ing- a id s

http://www.auctr.edu
mailto:pwilliams@auctr.edu
mailto:bbriones@auctr.edu
https://research.auctr.edu/AIclassroom/teaching-aids
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